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AN ACT relating to the Nebraska State Patrol; to provide assistance for child
abuse and neglect cases by the Nebraska State Patrol.
Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. The Legislature finds that child abuse and neglect are
community problems requiring immediate and appropriate response by law
enforcement and other agencies. It is the intent of the Legislature to ensure
that all persons responsible for responding to such reports are provided with
adequate resources with which to investigate such reports, including
appropriate training and access to information sources, particularly in rural
areas of the state.

Sec. 2. The Nebraska State Patrol shall provide immediate responses
to inquiries from local law enforcement in rural areas of the state regarding
proper investigatory procedures related to child abuse and neglect. All calls
shall be referred to an investigator of the Nebraska State Patrol who has
completed training and is knowledgeable in:

(1) Screening child abuse and neglect calls;

(2) Interviewing alleged child abuse and neglect victims at the
appropriate developmental level necessary;

(3) Family dynamics, including the ability to assess and handle
child abuse and neglect and child sexual abuse cases;

(4) Understanding the medical evidence and other physical evidence
in child abuse and neglect and child sexual abuse cases and how to gather such
evidence;

{5) How to prepare evidence for prosecution; and

(6) Evaluating the potential for false allegations.

The investigator shall maintain and wmake available to 1local law
enforcement a list of psychiatrists, psychologists, mental health
practitioners, or other gualified professionals in the particular area where
the incident occurred.
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